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It is our thesis that one may distinguish between modvati?ns, 91.92.95 'DY 29D NOPYH 4
explanatio interpretations. Ascribing Divine motivations

is a hopeless exercise; explaining how the ritual achieves its -
purpose is a futile enterprise. But offering a subjective interpre-
tation which will strengthen its spiritual meaning for the wor-

|‘ shipper is not only permissible, but should even be encouraged.
Maimonides extolled ‘‘those who have succeeded in finding
proofs [understanding] for everything that can be explained™
(Guide 3:51),> and Rabbenu Bahya (eleventh-century Jewish
philosopher and moralist) urged the use of intellect *‘so that

14 your faith and practice may rest oa foundations of tradition and

reason’” (Hovot Halevavot, Intro.).?

Three Types of Questions

There are three types of questions we may ask about any
phenomenon. *‘Why"’ probes motivations 1o establish why
[(. things are the way they are; “how”" seeks explanations as to
how they function effectively; and *‘what’” looks for interpreta-
tions to establish meaningfulness. **Why™" and ‘‘how’’ pertain
to_qualities which presumably are inherent in things; ‘*what™
deals with subjective formulations which are superimposed by
the behoider fgr'f)i{“fgoﬁg._ of utility and convenience.

Asking “What'" for Mitzvot

f Remaining is the third question, “‘what,”’ which inquires
about the meaningfulness of particular mitzvot to the individual
and to society. This is a legitimate pursuit. Nay, it may ev
meritorious 10 inquire, ""HOW Cani I inicgrate and assimilate this
mifzvah into my religious consciousness and outlook?”” **What

(p thoughts and emotions should I feel when the Parah Adumah
chapter is read in the synagogue?'* **How can it help me achieve
devekut, a greater closeness to God?"’

Such questions reflect the need to be intellectually and emo-

tionally engaged in the. performance of a mitzvah. cven of

[l hukim. One does not ask, ""'Why did God legislate Parah Adu-

mah?'* or ""How does it purify the ritually defiled?'” hut > What

is its spiritual (pgssage to-me?” or *"How can 1, as a thinking

and fecling person, assimilate it into my world outlook?™” When

we say the Shema, we experience an acceptance of Divine

!|{p sovereignty but what should we feel when we scrupulously
avoid admixtures of meat and dairy?

This is what R. Moshe Hadarshan, cited by Rashi, attempted

to do—1o suggest an interpretation which would heighten the
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We propose that the singular hukah here is not merely in the |
performance of the ritual but rather in the mind-defying mystery _ 2°N 39 nepen 13
of death itself. whose defiling effects the watery ashes seek to
counter. Death, the Torah tells us, has a contaminating effect;
contact with it disqualifies us from entering the Temple and
from participating in other matters of holiness. Death_is a
mocking fate which awaits us all, a trauma of human helpless-
ness-which distarbs our existential serenity. It is an absurdity
which undoes all of man’s rational planning, his dreams and
hopes. We wonder, why should the foremost of God's creations
Havé an awareness of his mortality and, therefore, live in con-
stant dread and distress in face of its ineyitability?

Death in the animal world is not tragic. The species is pot
, diminished by the death of an individual. Among brutes, the !
individual’s significance is only as a represeatative of a particu-
lar class. God’s concern is with the preservation of the species.
“*In the subluminary portion of the universe, Divine Providence
[compassionate concern] does not extend to individual members
of the species, except in the case of man’™ (Maimonides, Guide
3:17). Man, however, does not live as a representative of his
group but because of his own inherent individual worth. He has
autonomous value.

{ { Each person is_a microcosm, alg{a_rg_ff{trin. an individuality
with dignity, an original with wo_:_-th_fqggg._ “‘A single man was
created to proclaim the greatness of God, for man mints many
coins with one die, and they are all like ane another: but God
has stamped every man with the die of Adam, yet not cne of
them is like his fellow’ (Sanh. 38a). Man’'s singular humamty

PRV actahlichae hic ctatite nnt tha rlace Ar cnriaty ~F whirh ha ic
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created,” bishvili nivra ha-olam (ibid.). Again, “only a single
person was created to teach us that he who destroys one

individual, Scripture imputes it to him as though he had caused

the whole world 1o perish, and he who saves a single individual

v it.is as if he preserved an entire world’" (ibid.).: That is why

human death is so abhorrently ugly.

How They Differ

The two cleansing acts, haza'ah and tevillah, are strikingly
dissimilar in the manner of their performance, and one may
derive lessons from each. Tevillah requires that the defiled enter
the water entirely on his own initiative, bowing his head, bend-
ing his knees, and submerging in a sea, river, lake, or any other
mikveh. He then emerges a fahor, cleansed. Only he can do it;
if he is lazy or fearful of water, his status cannot be changed.
The defiled must perform the act himself; it cannot be done for
hmwd himseif and he must cleanse himsell. Jevillah,
therefore, implies a capacity 0 change one’s Condition. It is
suggestive of all forms of human initiative, creativity, and
freedom, the ability of man to transform his life, to raise himself
because he has free will. Man can remain defiled if he so wishes,
and be reconciled to the restrictions it imposes, simply by not
going to the mikveh. Or, if cleansing is desired, he must muster

|, the initiative and pull himself up; it is alf up to him.

Haza’ ah also involves water, but the situation is different.
The tamei cannot sprinkle it upon himself; it must always be
“and a clean person shall sprinkle it upon the unclean person’’
(Num. 19:19). He cannot liberate himself; he is dependent upon
others: only a tahor can help him. His is a condition of depend-
ency, and his own initiative is not enough. Both tevillah and
haza ah remove defilement and render one cligible to participate
in the holiness of the Temple. In the former, it is self-liberation;
in.the latter, he must depend on others. :

Why is revillah not sufficient for tumat-mef as it is for other
tumot?
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